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THE SOCIETY PAGE
PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS…

NEXT MEETING
When:

Our Halloween/Autumn meeting was a big success with
39 people in attendance. Two programs on crackle glass
were presented, one by Alice Ewert, and one by me. I
believe that everyone enjoyed seeing these items. For
details, please see Bev Kennett’s report. The raffle was
a success with a large number of books, thanks to a
donation from the family of Marge Urbonas (these we
already had in our library), and a few from our library. The raffle also
included items purchased by Prize Guy, Ken Pakula, rather than set up as a
separate raffle.

December 2, 2017
Where:
Skylite West Banquets
7117 W. Ogden Avenue
Berwyn, IL
(708) 788-4333

Agenda:
11:00 a.m. Social Hour
11:30 a.m. Business Meeting
12:00 noon Luncheon

Sally Cousineau has been working on permanent name badges for
everyone to wear at our meeting so that we won’t have to use the stick-on
badges we have been using. These will, hopefully, be available for the
December Holiday Party.

1:00 p.m. Program
& Dirty Bingo

Also, good news regarding our website! Gail Crossen reported that it has
been updated.
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Looking Thru The Ads

For 2018, we will not have our February meeting at an outside location.
We will only have our traditional outside meetings in June and December.
While we did save some money by not having the February meeting, this
year, at the American Legion Hall, most members prefer the old schedule.
However, we need to increase the money we receive for the meetings,
therefore the Board decided to increase our meeting fee by $2.00 per
meeting. The 2018 door fee will be $10.00 per person. I hope this won’t
be a problem for anyone.

5
6-7
8-10
10

Mail your reservation form
today!!

An important feature of the October meeting was the election of officers.
I am happy to announce the following people have been elected for 2018:
President: Jackie Alton
Vice President: Bruce Levine
Treasurer: Bette Bruce
Secretaries: Beverly Kennett and David Stark
Membership Secretaries: Sally Cousineau and Cindy Stark
A big thank you to Mary Sue Lyon for her work as our Vice President for
2017. Mary Sue did a great job in getting programs, especially 2 outside
presenters. She decided not to run again since she is now living in
Michigan. However, she still intends to make as many meetings as
possible. Thanks again for all of your work, Mary Sue!
A number of our members were able to travel to the Milwaukee glass
show over the September 30-October 1 weekend. The new locations was
really nice and not difficult to find. I traveled with David Taylor and
Nancy Lazaris and there were about 5 other members there on Saturday
and I know that there were others planning a trip on Sunday.
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Unfortunately, I didn’t find anything at the show, but David and Nancy knew of an antique mall, called Benson’s Corners,
that was on the way home. I think it was in Kenosha. It was quite a place! We didn’t have time to stop at one of their
buildings, but I did find a few crackle glass items. It was a beautiful day and a great trip. My thanks to David for driving.
Once again, please consider volunteering your time for a program, for kitchen duties, at our big Show & Sale in March, or
at the Collectors’ Market. The more help we have, the easier and fun it is for everyone.
If you have any new ideas for topics that might be of interest for programs, please call Bruce Levine
and let him know so that he can find people to present the program.
Jackie Alton

VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER….
If you didn’t attend the October 21st meeting, you missed out on the opportunity to learn, get incredible bargains on
donated items for the annual raffle supporting the library and gorge at the buffet table on the fruits of the incredible cooks
in the membership. Many thanks to Alice Ewert and Jackie Alton for sharing a portion of their collections of crackle glass
and providing a most informative history lesson in the methods for making crackle glass, the manufacturers and the
production history.
I also want to recognize the family of Marge Urbonnas who contributed her library of glass reference books to the
20-30-40 Glass Society. Our librarians sorted through the donation, adding titles to our library and making the remainder
of the books available for raffle. There was a whole table full of books to choose from. Some of these treasurers were
even autographed by the authors!
Thanks also to all the members who brought glass items for the raffle, there was an excellent selection of hand made to
pressed pieces from many eras of glass production to choose from.
As I sit in my office looking out at the trees which still have mostly green leaves, I just can't visualize it's
time to be thinking about Thanksgiving and Christmas. But believe it or not, our Holiday Luncheon is
coming up fast. It is on December 2nd at Skylite West Banquets in Berwyn----for more info see
reservation form in this issue. Alice Ewert has mentioned to me that the parking is limited at this site, so
please consider carpooling to attend. PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR RESERVATION
FORM TODAY!
As usual this year end party will include our notoriously frantic and fun Dirty Bingo competition. I wish
to thank Bob Zmich for agreeing to call Bingo for us again this year. Also remember, we have our FIND
OF THE YEAR competition in the following categories; HAND MADE OR ELEGANT, ADAM TO
WINDSOR, BEST FIND UNDER $10.00 AND RARE (items that are hard to find and are rarely seen).
If everyone participates, it makes the meeting more fun, enjoyable and especially more educational. If
for no other reason, bring items for bragging rights! I hope to see you there.
On a personal note, I want to thank all of the members who offered to conduct programs for the group throughout the year
and for the leads on a couple of speakers from outside our group who provided us with detailed presentations on cut glass
techniques and the history of the DeVilbiss perfume bottle production. I know I have learned a lot from these
presentations, I hope you have as well. You have made my job as vice president an easy one.
As you will see in the slate for the 2018 board of directors, I will not be returning to the board since I
have moved to southwest Michigan. I hope to continue to attend occasional meetings and if you ever
decide to come glass hunting in my area, let me know in advance….I’ll even share info on some of my
favorite malls.
Mary Sue Lyon
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A Message from “The” Prize Guy
The annual Christmas party / meeting is rapidly approaching. December 2nd is only weeks away. Will
you be ready? The December raffle and Dirty Bingo prize lists are pretty much set, subject to minor
refinements which could occur at any time over the next few weeks.
Once again, I am planning a blind raffle which includes six prizes wrapped as holiday gifts. And yes,
once again there will be a surprise prize available for consideration of Dirty Bingo players.
Hope to see you there! Ken Pakula

******************
One Introverted Prize Guy
I’m a confirmed introvert. It’s okay to be an introvert like about one half of the world’s
population. The other half are extroverts. I’m an introvert who loves the world of collecting.
I learned of this trait while sitting in an examination room at the Swedish American Heart
Institute while waiting to be fitted with a heart monitor. The monitor worked. Less than a week later I had a pacemaker
implanted.
Being an introvert may be a perfect quality for a PRIZE GUY. As a PRIZE GUY, I am one of the luckiest people in
northern Illinois. I get to spend money buying prize after prize after prize with other people’s money. Is it possible that
one or two of you believe that I donate all of the raffle and bingo prizes awarded throughout the year? If so you would be
100% WRONG. The bi-monthly raffles and the annual Dirty Bingo events are fund raising opportunities for the 20-30-40
Glass Society of Illinois. And that’s why Mr. Jim is always happy to sell you ALL the raffle tickets you NEED! So, where
do all these wondrous and occasional clunker prizes come from? We can investigate this topic by using the forthcoming
December 2017 prize list as a guide.
But first a little background information is in order. When shopping, my options include: for me, for gift giving, for resale,
for the 20-30-40 Society and just for fun. Whenever I decide to buy an item, I almost always know how I intend to use it.
When shopping for myself, I try to apply several select criteria such as: is the item honestly priced, is it something I’ve
been looking for (and need), does it have pizazz. While attending the Milwaukee Depression Glass Show and Sale, I
found several tumble-ups which I don’t have. Each example passed all but the price test. I may regret my decision to keep
my hands deep in my pockets. But maybe there will be a next time when I’ll feel more like dickering and hopefully the
dealers will be thinking likewise. Later that day on the way home we visited several antique malls where I found several
more tumble-ups. Once again, they passed two of the three tests, but this time the fell into the BLAAAAH category – not
at all exciting.
Items purchased for resale need to be interesting/exciting/unusual, perceived by me to be interesting to others, cheap (I
mean inexpensive) and something I could live with if all else fails.
Then there is buying for fun. A few years ago, I bought a framed 5” x 7” photo of 1st and 2nd grade students dated “Sept.
14, ‘04”. Sometime during the past 110 years, the picture was folded in half, and creased top to bottom and then taped
back together. The photo features about 35 children with their teacher standing on the stairs leading into the school.
Among the children is a barefoot boy, two girls, probably sisters, one from each grade level, wearing identical dresses and
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also one black boy right in the middle of the group. I didn’t need the picture and had no idea where I would display it but
for $3 or $4 it was “fun” to buy. I recently had it re-matted and replaced the glass and now I NEED to find a place to
display my “fun” find.
Items the Prize Guy buys for 20-30-40 Society events should, in my mind, have broad appeal – like the Dirty Bingo prizes
which pass through three or four or five sets of hands before going to their new homes. I wish all prizes could be that
exciting. The price range, usually somewhere between what I’d spend on my own collection, and what I’d spend on a
resale item is also a consideration. I like to think of in terms of a price too good to pass up. Over the years, the society has
also been fortunate enough to receive gifts/donations from club members. I also remember an instance where we received
a piece of Pairpoint glass from one of our show dealers.
I’ve established a tentative list of raffle and Dirty Bingo prizes for the December 2017 meeting. The raffle
will once again consist of six blind items. What does that mean? The raffle will feature six “wonderful”
prizes each boxed and wrapped in holiday décor. Raffle winners will be able to choose a wrapped prize, but
won’t know what they’ve won until, they unwrap it and show it off to all of the other party goers. The six
prizes include a pair of red Fostoria “Heirloom” 31/2 candle holders and an etched Paden City decanter.
Now what else do you suppose will be concealed in those gaily wrapped packages?
I hope and believe that the Dirty Bingo prizes will once again appeal to everyone, well almost everyone. Three of my
favorites include a blue Cambridge “Nautilus” decanter set which I found at Metropolitan Antiques & Gifts in downtown
Waukesha, WI back during February 2017.
A second outstanding prize which coincidentally is also from Cambridge is a dianthus pink with gold highlights three
piece console set, featuring their “Plate Etch 738”. This set came from the collection of a 20-30-40 Society member who
is downsizing.
The third item I want to entice you with is a Fenton, jade green, three dolphin handle, 8” footed bowl which I bought this
week at the Roscoe Antique Mall of South Beloit (IL). I bought it for resale. As I began writing this article and reviewing
the ever evolving Dirty Bingo prize list it occurred to me to change my plan, and so I have. A lot of collectors love jade
green, who knows this could be the highlight of the meeting.
Beep, beep, beep, stop the presses! I just came up with a fantastic surprise prize. The surprise prize is an extra mystery
Dirty Bingo prize which could be really good or really bad. The surprise prize cannot be stolen when Dirty Bingo become
dirty. Here’s a clue: the thing is not one solid color.
Until next time, happy junkin’
Ken Pakula & Kris Kammerer

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
by Sally Cousineau
It’s time to renew your membership, you will find the 2018 renewal form elsewhere in this
newsletter.
New this year, please mail your completed form to ME!

( address etc. on renewal form )

Single Memberships
60
Family Memberships 24
Total Members
109
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Through the ads
with Virginia Scott
MORE "ROSE" PATTERNS
In my September article, I discussed two A. H . Heisey &
Co. rose patterns, "Heisey Rose" and "Dolly Madison
Rose".
Since I had found the illustration on the
opposite page, I decided it might be interesting to show
three more rose patterns this month.
The illustration shown is from the June 1954 issue of
American
Home
Magazine. The illustration was
accompanied by a very short article entitled "A Rose for
You". "Tributes to the fairest of flowers appear in story and
song an d , as we show here, are equally eloquent in
tableware," the unidentified writer states. The illustration
features three lovely patterns of hand-blown, rose-bedecked
crystal and three pattern s of sterling silver which also
feature the rose mot if .
The rose patterned goblet at top right is Tiffin's "Silver
Rose". The motif is a full-blown rose quite similar to the
two Heisey rose patterns shown last month. However, the
stem of the goblet is quite different from the Heisey so
there is little chance of confusing the three patterns. I
am ,not familiar with this Tiffin pattern, but from the
picture I would surmise that the rose decoration is a "highlighted" etching which gives the motif a silvery cast. The
name, "Silver Rose", seems to indicate that this might be
true also.
At bottom left, we have Duncan & Miller's "Margaret
Rose" goblet . I was unable to locate an ad for this pattern.
At the risk of making a mistake, I will make two guesses
about the Duncan pattern. First, I will guess that the pattern
was named for English Princess Margaret who would have
been a young lady at the t i me . My second guess is that the rose pattern is a cutting rather than an etching.
Perhaps someone more familiar with Duncan glass than I can give us more information on this pattern and tell us
if my guesses are correct.
I was able to locate several ads for Fostoria's "Rose". A 1954 ad informs us that the rose is cut by hand, "petal by
petal". The ad further states that the crystal is hand-blown and that the "single flower, bold and beautiful, is rendered
on a graceful, bell-like shape with turned-spool stems." The Fostoria ad shows five pieces with the rose decoration:
salad plate, goblet and sherbet and iced tea and juice glasses with a shorter stem.
The three silverware patterns shown in the illustration were identified in the text as Towle's "Rose Solitaire",
bottom center; Reed and Barton's "Classic Rose", upper left; and Heirloom Sterling's "Damask Ro se" , upper
right. I think it might be of interest to note here that the prices of six-piece place settings of the three patterns were
listed as $29.75 for "Rose Solitaire" and "Damask Rose" and $33.75 for "Classic Rose" .
(Reprinted from Page 30 - GLASS REVIEW· October, 1980)
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Reprinted from American Home Magazine, 1944

6

Volume 38 issue 6

20-30-40 GLASS SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS

November - December, 2017

7

Volume 38 issue 6

20-30-40 GLASS SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS

November - December, 2017

OCTOBER MEETING RECAP
Business Meeting: Jackie Alton called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. There were 39
people in attendance.
Bette Bruce motioned to accept the general membership meeting minutes as posted in the
last newsletter. Sally Cousineau provided a second. There were no corrections needed
and the motion passed.
The following announcements were made . . .
•

Thelma brought a friend as a guest to today’s meeting. Delores Conoby. Delores lives in Hickory Hills and she
confessed to not being a big collector, although she has music boxes and Hummels.

Vice President’s Report: Mary Sue brought reservation forms to distribute for our Christmas Party due to the late
publication of the newsletter. She wanted to make sure as many people as possible had time to get their reservations in on
time. The party will be held at the Skylite West Banquet Hall in Berwyn on Harlem Avenue. Bingo Bob has agreed to
call our numbers again for the Dirty Bingo Game and don’t forget to bring your Find of the Year for our contests. There
are always four categories: Best Buy Under $10, A to Z pattern, Elegant glass, and Rare Find. You can enter as many
categories as you would like.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report: Bette Bruce reported that there were receipts of $7,034.00 and disbursements of $6,314.80, leaving
a balance of $3,377.93.11 as of May 28th in the General Fund. The balance in the money market account is $23,345.46.
Nancy Lazaris motioned to accept the treasurer’s report. Halla Kotlarz seconded the motion.
Membership: Sally Cousineau reported that there are no new members. She is working on having permanent nametags
for all club members to wear at club meetings. She is hoping they will be ready by the Christmas party.
March Show and Sale: Bette Bruce reported that the display for the March Show will focus on kitchenware.
Collector’s Market: Karen Trendel has rented 42 tables for the Collector’s Market in November. The room has been
rented the evening before the Market, so dealers will not be able to set up early. The room will be open at 6:00 a.m. on
November 5th for set-up.
Food Service: Judy Clouston and Irene Owens helped everything run smoothly as usual. They did announce that they
were running low on cups. Bette Bruce said there are more in the locker, they will be available for the next meeting.
Society Page: Sally Cousineau reported that Bette Wittenberg asked that articles be submitted for the newsletter by
October 25th.
Fundraising: Ken Pakula provided ten raffle prizes for today’s meeting. He decided to mix them in with the donated
raffle items instead of having separate tickets to pull. He provided some Blenko pieces, a Moondrops creamer and sugar
set, a pair of Baroque candlesticks, a Fenton Tulip Vase and more.
Librarian: David Taylor announced that Marge Urbonas’ family donated some of Marge’s books to the club and they
were happy to have the club include them in our raffle today. Nancy Lazaris had many copies of the Antique Guide for
Illinois. She encouraged us to take several copies and distribute them to whomever might want a copy. She did suggest,
though, that a phone call ahead of a visit might be a good idea as the stores often close their doors without notice.
Web page: Gail Crossen announced that the webpage has been updated.
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Sunshine Ladies: Jeanne Zmich reported that if you have any announcements, please call her and leave a message if
needed; her e-mail is down and she would like not to miss any notices.
Old Business: none
New Business: There were no contested assignments for the Board, therefore a slate of officers was compiled. Jackie’s
slate of officers announced for 2018 were as follows . . .
1. President – Jackie Alton
2. Vice president –Bruce Levine
3. Secretary for the general meetings – Beverly Kennett
4. Secretary for the board meetings – David Stark
5. Treasurer – Bette Bruce
6. Membership secretary – Sally Cousineau
Better Wittenberg has informed the Board that she would like to retire from creating the newsletter and she needs a
replacement. If anyone is interested in stepping up, Bette would be happy to show you the ropes in order to do the job.
Alice Ewert motioned to accept the slate of officers as stated. Mary Sue Lyons seconded.
President’s Report:
Jackie Alton reported that we have tentative dates for the 2018 meetings and collector’s Markets
held at the Knights of Columbus Hall in LaGrange. Watch the newsletter for the dates, they will be posted as soon as they
are finalized.
Jackie also announced that at the last board meeting it was decided that our February trial of holding the meeting at a
restaurant did not earn us the extra funds we anticipated. The increased cost of the lunch seemed to be a factor, so we will
return back to our routine of holding the February at the American Legion Hall in LaGrange again.
It was also decided at the last board meeting that beginning with the February 2018 meeting, the cost of attending the
luncheon will increase to $10. The previous price of $8 has been in place for several years.
The meeting was closed at 11:30 a.m.
Presentation #1 –
Alice Ewert and Jackie Alton presented their collections of crackle glass. Alice’s first piece was
a small pitcher that she purchased for $.25. When she looked up the piece to learn more about it, she was very surprised
at the bargain she had acquired. Alice informed us that the heyday for crackle glass production occurred between 1930
and 1980. Most of the pieces were manufactured by the Pilgrim glass company, but there were over 500 companies that
produced versions of crackle glass. Many of the glass workers would travel from one company to the next, so it is often
hard to tell which company actually made the piece you hold. This fact, of course, makes any piece with its’ original
paper label still attached, more valuable. Items with lids or stoppers are also more valuable, just as with most pieces of
Depression Glass.
It may seem hard to believe, but crackle glass was first made in the 16th Century. Alice described the different ways the
cracked look of crackle glass was made. One process involved placing the hot glass on the blowpipe and dipping into
cold water, resealing the glass in the glory hole and then blowing the piece into shape. Other
companies cracked the glass after the piece was already blown. A third process involved rolling the
glass in sawdust before the piece is blown into shape. Some companies blew glass into a hot metal
mold, and the last used a paste mold that was cold. Most of the pieces created with the crackle effect
were done in very vibrant colors.
Alice’s collection included many blue pieces because she used them to decorate her bathroom at one
time. Jackie was attending the June Tiffin Show and she was the lucky silent auction winner of two
9
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metal engraving plates used to create the Byzantine pattern, the one she collects. Jackie’s first piece was a deep blue
decanter and stopper that she got from a dealer at our March Show. Tiffin’s name for the crackle effect on the glass, was
labeled “Craquell.” I, personally, really liked the Heather Opalescent Imperial Fish.
Jackie explained that amethyst is usually the most desirable color for collectors. Jackie showed
us a small drink glass with a handle and she explained that the style was called a “Benedictine.”
She did not know where the name came from. As the Google enthusiasts got their phones out to
research, we all learned that in 1520 a liquor named Benedictine was produced, hence the name
for the glass style.
Jackie and Alice also showed us the L.G. Wright pattern named “Crackle” and explained to us the
difference between this and the pieces they collect. Their pieces are actually cracked glass that
has been resealed. The L.G. Wright pattern has pieces that are completely molded, not blown.
The lines that look like cracks in the glass are simply that, molded lines that are in a uniformed,
even pattern.
What’s It Table:
The usual team identified an Indiana Glass “Pebble Leaf” plate, and a black Westmoreland gun
made from a reworked mold, and its holster. There were also pieces that stumped the whole club, such as a green bird that
looked like a cardinal, an aquacrest nut dish that may have been made by Fenton, and a green square dish that may have
been missing its underplate, and more. Thanks to all who brought something in, so we could learn.
Auction: There were three tables full of glass and a whole table full of books for the auction. Tickets were sold and each
member got to choose which prizes they would like to win by placing a raffle ticket inside the paper bag associated with
their desired prize. Kris Kammerer was the big winner of the books. She won many of them. I guess she will be busy
reading all winter. Just like during our Dirty Bingo games, prizes were moving from table to table. Everyone seemed to
have a good time!
Respectfully Submitted, Beverly Kennett
Thank you for all your donations to the
special raffle/auction. HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Another outstanding program in
which all members participated.
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LIBRARY REPORT …

February 17 ……….American Legion Hall, LaGrange
March 10 & 11 ……Annual Show & Sale, Northlake

The library will not be at the Christmas Meeting, but we do have
new library books:

April 17 …………..American Legion Hall, LaGrange
April 29 …………..The MARKET, Legion Hall LaGrange

*American Brilliant Cut Glass by Bill and Louise
Boggess
*Identifying American Brilliant Cut Glass by Bill and
Louise Boggess

June 2 …………….Luncheon TBA
August 18 ………..American Legion Hall, LaGrange
October 6 ……….American Legion Hall, LaGrange
November 4 …….The MARKET, Legion Hall LaGrange

Both of these books were donated by the Marge Urbonas Family

December 1 …….Holiday Luncheon TBA

*Frederick Carders Steuben Glass by Marshall Ketchum
TENTATIVE 2018 BOARD MEETING

*Fenton Glass Especially for QVC by James Measell

CALENDAR
Nancy Lazaris
JANUARY 6

David Taylor

LOCATION AND TIME

FEBRUARY ?

TO BE DETERMINED

APRIL 14
JUNE 9
SEPTEMBER 29
NOVEMBER 3

THE MARKET - SEE OUR NEW SIGN
FOR THE November

5th market …. Tell a

neighbor, bring a friend, come support your
Society.

A Note of Thanks….to all the Board Members for their service: not only the
incoming members, the current members, but also the past members. The extra time that you each
put-into the club, the additional meetings, the details, the finances, the food, the menus, the articles
you write, the audits, organizing the shows, the ledger, the website, the storage of our library, the
library, the photograph history, etc…. Everything you all do, continue to do, and have done is
AMAZING. Please know that your dedication does not go unnoticed.–Thank you.
Sincerely,

A 20-30-40 Society Club Member
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FIRST CLASS

TO:

December
2nd

Skylite West Banquets
7117 W. Ogden Avenue
Berwyn, IL
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