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Luncheon:  $22.00 pp  

See reservation form  
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Inside this 

issue:  

 Our April 18th meeting 

was another great one. 

 We thank Ken Pakula 

for stepping in for our 

"Ink Well"  lady who 

was ill and could not 

attend the meeting.  That 

is what our club is all about, being able to 

s t e p  r i g h t  u p  a n d  h e l p . 

 

I'm already looking forward to the June 

meeting.  I always enjoy socializing and 

our program will be very educational, as 

always.  Our June lunch selections look 

delicious,  I guess I must be hungry.  Send 

in your reservations just as soon as you 

finish reading this Society Page. 

 

June and July are the months for the 

National Glass Shows and Conventions.   If 

you are attending any one of these shows, 

we all would  appreciate a news/review 

article from you for our August Newsletter. 

  I encourage everyone to attend any one or 

all of the shows and conventions and enjoy 

o u r  b e a u t i f u l  g l a s s . 

 

We started a notebook at the April Meeting 

for you to sign-up and tell about other 

collections that you may have.  If you didn't 

sign up, you could always call me, or a 

board member.   Please remember this is 

YOUR CLUB, and we want to hear from 

you.  If you have suggestions for future 

programs please see Jackie or John  OR 

you can always call me or any board 

member.   I am sure you want to continue 

to enjoy and learn more about depression 

era glass at our bimonthly meetings. 

 

Have a great summer and keep searching 

for that FIND OF THE YEAR and adding 

Presidentõs Comments... 

MayñJune, 2015 

Vice-Presidentsõ Corner é   

Website:  Www.20 -30 -40glasssociety.org  

that special piece to your collection. 

 

DON'T FORGET TO GET YOUR 

RESERVATIONS IN FOR JUNE 

MEETING .  See you June 5th. 

 

Rose Roth 

  Day light savings time is past, the April 

meeting is past, Easter is past. That must 

mean itôs time to think about the June 

meeting.  June 6, 2015 is the date, 

Monarch Landing in Naperville is the 

place.  Be sure to save the date. 

   

 Our program for June will be on Velvex. 

Never heard of it?  Youôre not alone. 

Velvex was made by Aladdin Mantle 

Lamp Company. Youôll just have to 

attend the meeting to find out about this 

elusive glass.   

 

Bev Kennett will be talking about cups 

and saucers.  Be sure to bring your 

favorite cups and saucers to the meeting.  

 

The whatôs it table will also appear at this 

meeting.      Weôll see you in June. 

           

 

John Schleinzer 

 

 Jackie Alton  

 

 Co-Vice Presidents 

 

An Extra Note From VP Jackie  

Although it didnôt feel like Spring outside, 

it looked like Spring at our festive April 



A Message from The Prize Guy  

I hear tell weôr gonna learn about Velvex and also cups & saucers come the next meetinô 

time in June.  The wordôs out to bring all of yer best cups & saucers along, and I suppose 

your Velvexôes too, for show and tell. 

Well, the 20-30-40 cubby hole is plumb outa cups & saucers, and The Prize Guy aims to 

learn what Velvex is, so once again he donôt see no direct tie-in for 

raffle prizes. 

So, what do we know about June?  June is known for weddings and 

Fatherôs Day and graduations and Flag Day and ñbugsò and D-Day and 

a womanôs name, and my birthday and a lead into the 4th of July, 

Independence Day. 

Iôm thinking patriotic.  Iôll bet I can find some prizes in the colors of our flag - red, white, and blue.  

And, what about something a little out of the ordinary to add some excitement.  Thatôs what Iôll do! 

Until then, happy junkinô, 

Ken Pakula 
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Recap April 18th Meeting  

Business Meeting:  Rose Roth welcomed called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 

Jeanne Lehner motioned to accept the minutes from the previous meeting as posted in the newsletter.  Jackie Alton 

provided a second, and the motion was passed. 

The following announcements were made . . . 

· Sandy Davidson couldnôt present her inkwells due to an illness.  She will present her inkwells on another date.   

· Barbara Miller, attended our meeting as a guest.  She attended the March show and won a door prize, but didnôt 

know anything about the piece she won, so she came to our meeting to learn more.   

· Unfortunately, our club lost two long-time members with the passing of Suzanne Weimer and Bette Senese. 

· Carolyn Koehler gave Bette a good article on Jadeite printed in Country Living Magazine, that she will share in 

the newsletter. 
(Continued on page 3) 

meeting with beautiful flowers and place settings.  

Unfortunately, our guest speaker, Sandy Davidson, was ill and unable to present her 

program on Victorian inkwells, writing instruments, etc.  She will present this at another time.  A big ñthank youò to our 

presenters for their presentations:  Ken Pakula filled in for Sandy with his wonderful program on Stretch Glass; Lana 

& Jim Larsen  gave a super presentation on Shot Glasses from the Depression Era and the 1950s; and Bruce Levine 

presented a great program on Federal ñRosemary.ò   All  3 programs provided information to enlighten and delight all 

of us.  We had a marvelous display of beautiful glass! 

Also, I wish to thank all of the members who pitching in to help me with kitchen duties.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated! 

Iôll be on vacation in June, so Iôll miss our luncheon at Monarch Landings.  Have a great time.  See you in August!   

Vice President Contôd. 
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· If there are any mistakes in your information printed in the new membership booklet, please let Bette 

Wittenberg know, so corrections can be made.  

· Bette Bruce shared that the Stretch Glass Society is celebrating its 100th anniversary next year.  Members 

from this club have asked if we could promote their anniversary.  Bette suggested that our club display stretch 

glass at next yearôs March Show and Sale. 

· Sally Cousineau won a free raffle ticket for ñsetting the best tableò  at this meeting. 

Committee Reports: 

Treasurerôs Report:  Bette Bruce reported receipts of $10,584.00 and disbursements of $9,593.00, bringing the current 

balance in the general fund to $6,349.67.  The balance in the money market account was reported to be $27,711.01.  

Collectorôs Market:  Alice Ewert reported that she has 46, a full house, not including the stage.  She encouraged all 

members to attend the market and bring friends.  She circulated a sign-up sheet for door table volunteers. 

Membership Report:. Given by Bette Wittenberg, three new members joined the club at the March Show, Lauerane 

Caracci, Theresa Glozaris, Warren and Yvonne Latham.  We look forward to them attending our meetings.  Please 

welcome them.   We have had volunteers to do membership computer work but need a full-time Membership Chairman. 

Show Report:  John Schleinzer was not in attendance, so there was no report 

Librarian : Nancy Lazaris has purchased nine new books for the library.  She read the titles for us; they included books 

on Kings Crown pattern glass, Paden Cityôs lost etching plates, Pilgrim Glass, Blenko Glass, Colonial Glass, 

Consolidated, Heisey Glass (Volume 2), and more.  The new titles were immediately available for check-out.  Nancy 

plans to order a book on Mid-Century modern glass from Schiffer publishing. She will take book orders from club 

members in order to get the 40% discount 

Members at large: Karen Smit will be giving a presentation to the LaGrange Park Quester group about American 

pressed goblets.  She encouraged other members to share their love of glass with other clubs that they may be members 

of.  This may inspire others to join our club, also. 

Hospitality:  Jackie Alton thanked those who have helped with the kitchen duties and would appreciate more help with 

the cleanup.  

Audit Committee:  Jay reported that the audit is complete he will turn in the report to the executive board. 

Fundraising Committee:  Ken Pakula had no report. 

New business:  A sign-up sheet for members with other collections was posted at the sign-in table in hopes that we 

could get some new ideas for meeting presentations.  

Jackie Alton reminded us we will go to Carriage Greens country club for the Dec 5th holiday party.  There will be four 

options for the meal.  Unfortunately, they will not allow us to bring cookies for a sweets table.   

Jeanne Lehner motioned to close the meeting and Nancy Lazaris provided a second. The meeting was closed at 11:21 

p.m. 

 

ñWhatôs Itò table: Neil Unger and Ken Pakula helped identify items.  They started with a Waterford paperweight that 

was purchased by Judy Clouston for $2.  Other items brought in for identification were a cranberry basket with a rare 

inside applied handle, possibly English not American made, a fishbowl etched with fish, possible from the 1950ôs, and a 

Fenton mold vase, the Emperor and the Empress (differentiated only by their size) that were made in the 1970ôs and 

sand blasted on the outside but not the inside.  Someone brought an amberina compote, possibly manufactured by L.E. 

smith or Indiana glass.  The compote has a straw mark inside the glass, which shows the pieceôs age, from when they 

still hand-worked pieces.  There was a Ruby red juice tumbler, and a cranberry dot optic molded tumble-up decanter 

(Continued on page 5) 
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April Meeting Highlights  

Bruce Levine proudly shared his Rosemary (aka. 

Mayfair) in a beautiful shade of yellow (golden glow).  

He delighted and enlightened us with his collection and 

information on Federal Glassõ Rosemary. 

Ken Pakula had a beautiful display of 
Stretch Glassé. I am sure many these will 
be in the 2016 Show display.  Ken always 

has a most informative presentation.     

One lovely piece of Blue Art Glass (right #1) 

Lana and Jim Larsen presented their extensive 

collection of SHOT GLASSES.   They gave 

us amusing tales of how they acquired many 

of the Shots or Thimbleful glasses. 

#1 

Is this one of the next 

raffle prizes?   Iõd 

surely buy 6 tickets.    
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Photography by Neil Unger  
How often do we 

capture  a picture of 
these two gentlemen 

together? 

And what are 

these two gentle-

men planning? 

with the optics on the inside, possibly made by Fenton.  Neil thought the crystal candlestick was  a remake of an older 

piece, maybe Indiana glass.  There was and iridescent carnival glass flower frog, which prompted a discussion of how 

the frogs were also called flower ñblocks.ò  David Taylor helped the team identify an Indiana Glass crystal candlestick.  

David found the identifying information in the libraryôs candlestick book. 

Presentation #1:  Lana and Jim Larsen, Shot Glasses  

 Lana claims she didnôt even realize how many shot glasses she had until preparing for this discussion. In 

1995, The Larsenôs son was heading off to college and he said he would like to collect them. Their collection included 

many examples, in all colors imaginable.  Lana actually doesnôt remember which was the first shot glass they purchased 

for their son. The shot glass they paid the most for was a Duncan Miller example, with the price tag still on it.  They paid 

$22.  Again, Lana canôt remember where she bought it, but thought it must have been purchased at the clubôs March 

Show. She does no think she would have paid that much anywhere else. Lana does remember the best deal they made.  It 

happened when she paid $12.50 for a flat of 57 shot glasses that were made for the Drake hotel.  The oldest example the 

Larsen's shared was a hand painted one displaying a stork in a marsh.  The examples with handles are considered toy 

mugs, not officially shot glasses. If they are taller than three inches, they are a juice glass.  Shots were usually two to 

three inches tall.  Some of the examples that the Larsens have in their collection are actually cordials, not shot glasses. 

Most of the glass companies made examples of shot glasses.  The Bartlett Collins Company decorated a lot of them that 

were used for inexpensive advertising.  Sally Cousineau shared some Duncan Miller examples of shot glasses 

Lana shared a short history of shot glasses and their early definitions.  Shot glasses were defined as small 

drinking glasses similar to a whiskey, which also served as a measure.  Previously, they were called dram glasses, and 

were made of tin. Every time a toast was given, the men would bang the dram on the table loudly.  Men also banged 

them down for applause, and the tin glasses didnôt last very long with this treatment.  The banging sounded was like 

musket shots, consequently, the glasses were also called a ñfiring.ò The heavy sham in a shot glass, the thick glass base, 

helps keep it stable.  Shot glasses are called many other names as well, like ñjiggers,ò or rumpus sets.  A Rumpus Set 

consists of six glasses, sometimes carried in a metal holder.  A little more history, before prohibition, people began to 

worry about alcoholôs effect on peopleôs lives.  Salesmen sampled liquor from shot glasses shaped like thimbles, which 

were used for advertising purposes.  This is where the phrase ñjust a thimble fullò originated. After prohibition, the taller 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rose, Bette & 

Betteñwhat a 

three some...look 

out they want you 

to volunteer!  

Nancy and 
Karen are 
engrossed 

in the 
program. 

Happy members 

socializing and 

waiting for the 

lunch  to start.  
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shot glasses came into vogue.  At this point Jim added that gangsters often bought up many of the shot glasses during 

prohibition for their ñspeak-easies.ò  

Jim displayed a very large beer bottle and joked that he after sampled drinks from every shot glass, Lana put her 

foot down to drink less.  His solution was switch to only one beer a day, and he uncovered the large bottle.  At first, 

Lana thought the bottle was plastic, and she didnôt want him to buy it, but once she knew it was glass, it was okay.  Jim 

described for us how when he was a bartender he used the commercial shot glasses with the white painted line.  He 

explained how there were glasses with thicker sides or lines painted lower than others that were used as cheaters.  These 

ñcheatersò were used for less valued customers or later in the evening for the bar to serve smaller portions.   

Presentation #2: Bruce Levine, Federalôs ñRosemaryò pattern  

  Bruce began his presentation by explaining that the Hocking Glass company patented the ñMayfairò name for 

one of their patterns. Although many of the elegant patterns were being patented, few of the A to Z patterns were.  When 

the Federal Glass Company made a ñMayfairò pattern, Hocking filed a lawsuit because the name was patented and the 

patterns had similar characteristics.  Federal reworked their molds slightly twice and eventually changed the pattern 

name to ñRosemary.ò  Bruce had an example of the original Mayfair made by federal.  Because the original production 

was so short, less than a year, the pieces are rare.  Federal changed the shape and removed the scallops.  These pieces are 

considered ñTransitionalò and were only made for six months.  Because Federal still didnôt change the name, Hocking 

argued again for them to stop production.  Eventually, Federal changed the shape even more and finally changed the 

name to ñRosemary.ò The new pieces sported a simple plain bottom, with an arch at the top and a rose design in every 

other arch.  The pieces were produced from 1935-37, in amber, pink and green.    Pink is the most collectible, but it is 

harder to find than amber ones. Federal called the amber color ñGolden glow.ò  After the many changes, retailers were 

afraid to carry the pattern, so it still had a short run once the name and pattern were finalized.  Any green pieces would 

be transitional pieces, and are also very rare.   

The pink pieces have mostly disappeared from sales and the green is so hard to find, that there are mostly only 

amber pieces available.  They are generally reasonably priced because of this fact.  There isnôt a wide variety of pieces, 

either, the pattern consists of mostly luncheon pieces.  The sugar bowl has no handles and is often confused for a 

sherbet.  None of the larger serving pieces were made in this pattern. The green cream soups and tumblers are highly 

sought-after, so donôt pass them up, if you find them reasonably priced. 

Presentation #3:  Ken Pakula, Stretch Glass 

 Ken has been collecting stretch glass for about 25 years. A chemical salt is sprayed onto a piece after it is made 

and then reheated to create the stretch effect. A chemical salt is sprayed onto a piece after it is made and then reheated to 

create the stretch effect. There are no dinnerware pieces made in this effect, only salad plates, cups and saucers and 

sherbets with under-plates are common.  The effect was used mostly on decorative pieces . . . bowls, vases, pitchers, and 

tumble-ups.  Kenôs favorite pieces are the vases, ñtumble upsò and ashtray sets.  Kenôs wife was always a fan of the 

amethyst pieces, so he tries to purchase them when he sees them. One of the most difficult colors to find is black.  Ken 

shared an Imperial pinched bowl that looks black but is really dark amethyst.  He had another piece, which was actually 

black.  You canôt see through it like the amethyst one, when you hold it up to the light.  x 

Twenty-two years ago Ken joined the Stretch Glass Society and he remembers the annual dues were only $8, the 

small cost of attending our Show today.  Ken described for us the unique way the Stretch Glass Society holds their 

meetings. Numbers are given out for entry to their sales. Customers are allowed into the sale quickly, according to their 

number, in a somewhat stampeding fashion, and members must turn over or lay down any piece they wish to purchase.   

Ken showed us a green tumbler in a Grecian gold tumble-up base.   This is a marriage of colors only because Ken has yet to find 

the correct colors for the tumble-up sets.  Northwood made a lemonade pitcher in a diamond optic pattern. He claims you can often find 

tumblers with coasters, but the coasters do not have the stretch effect.  Mayonnaise sets probably did not have a ladle with the stretch effect, 

either.  There are candlesticks that serve a bud vase, if you only have one of them. He even shared a blue car vase example with us.  Most 

stretch glass patterns are not named.  The patterns are identified by their mold numbers.  His marmalade jar is worth about $35, and if you 

were lucky enough to find a cover, the lid would probably be worth twice as much as the jar itself.  Ken did not have an example of a lid. 

He did show us examples of bobeches, though.  Red, amethyst, and black pieces are the hardest to find, although Ken says he only has one 

piece of apricot and he hasnôt ever seen any others in this color.  He shared two pieces of art glass that have a stretch effect but are not 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Larry Dhamers and Marge Urbonas have  are sending their Thank Youôs to all the Society 

members who were so wonderful in sending kind thoughts and healing prayers during their 

illnessesé Your Cheery notes made a great impression on their well being. 

Nancy Lazaris and family send their Thank Youôs for your condolences on the death of her 

husband, Mike.  Your  kind thoughts and prayers  were greatly appreciated. 

Paul Weimer sends his Thank Youôs  to all Society members ðyour presence, condolences and prayers were very 

much appreciated.    

MEMBERSHIP  

The Membership Directories are available ð   pick up your copy at the next meeting.ð

sorry, only one copy per membership. 

If you canôt attend the June meeting, you can obtain a copy by mail...the cost of 

mailing is $4.00, which doesnôt even cover the total cost (first class postage and 

padded envelope).   Mail your check and request for a directory to: 

 The 20-30-40 Glass Society, Attn: Directory,   P. O. Box 856, La Grange, IL. 60525 
 

Welcome New Members 

Laurane Caracci, Mary Feiden, Theresa Glozaris,  

Warren & Yvonne Latham, Mary Losew, Catherine Sauer  

& Helena Walden.   
 

 Total Memberships          2015    
Lifetime Members      2   

Total Memberships       103    

 

considered stretch.  He feels they fit in his collection anyway.  He could not explain the difference, because he claims he doesnôt exactly 

understand the difference himself.   

Kenôs daughter Kris found two small stretch pieces for $25 at an antique shop and bought them for him at a small discount.  They 

were labeled Fenton.  When Ken did his research, the pieces were actually made by Northwood, and the shape is rare, so they are worth 

quite a bit more than they were purchased for.  Ken bought one art glass bowl at a junk shop that had the artistôs label on it. Later he was 

fortunate enough to meet the artist.  When mentioning that he owned a piece of the artistôs work, the artist asked if Ken bought it from him.  

Ken didnôt have the heart to tell him where he bought the bowl. 

Raffle Prizes:   

Stretch Glass Jeannette 7 Ĳò Marigold plate: Joyce DeVries 

Stretch Glass Northwood #693 Topaz rolled rim bowl: Nancy Skiersch 

Stretch Glass Vineland Blue cupped bowl:  Bette Wittenberg, the 1st winner 

Stretch Glass Fenton #643 green salver:  Rose Roth  

 
As the second winner, Rose Roth joked that she wanted to steal the blue bowl from Bette.  Thanks to Ken for 

always finding such desirable raffle prizes! 

Respectfully Submitted,    Beverly Kennett 




